
Gauri  

When Gauri was a child, her mother died. That’s why she had nutrition issues. Her 
grandmother used to feed her different kinds of sweets, as a result of which, she got 
crummy in her eyes. Subsequently, her eyes were damaged. She was taken to a 
nursing home in Puri thereafter, but her eyes could not be restored to their original 
self. After that, they consulted Kabiraj Laxmi Mishra, and took her to Cuttack. 
However, Gauri’s eyes did not improve. That is why she then failed to study. 

Her father wanted her to get married as she had come of age. He had bought two 
acres of land in her name, and gave the condition that whoever would marry his 
daughter, would become the owner of that land. Gauri’s relatives lived in Puri, and 
were big cheaters. They found a groom for Gauri after they heard about the land. 
The boy’s whereabouts were totally unknown. Blinded by the greed of wealth, he 
got married to Gauri. The latter’s father spent all his money on the wedding. Later, 
the newlywed couple rented a room in Puri and lived there. After 9 days, when 
Gauri’s father came to meet her, he gave her the money he’d accrued after selling his 
land. She said she would use this money to get her eyes operated. However, her 
father said it wasn’t necessary to sell the land and that if someone would do the 
operation and cures her eyes, then he himself would award him one lakh rupees. 
Then her father left. 

When her father returned 2-3 days later, he discovered that Gauri’s ornaments had 
been taken away by her husband to mortgage them for a loan. Some days later, her 
husband started beating her. When Gauri’s father visited them again, he witness the 
aforementioned domestic violence, but instead of reporting it, he counseled them 
both and came back. As days went by, the torture being inflicted on Gauri 
snowballed. Meanwhile, she became pregnant. One morning, some villagers saw that 
Gauri was lying near a bus stand fully unconscious; they picked her up and took her 
home. Apparently her husband had forcefully dragged her and put her in the bus 
which was headed towards her father’s village.  

Ever since that day, Gauri has been living at her father’s place. She gave birth to a 
daughter who is now a year old. She studies at home itself and their expenses are 
being taken care of by her maternal grandfather. Gauri is yet to take a divorce from 
her estranged husband. “On what basis shall I file a case against him? He is unknown 
to us now,” says Gauri’s father. She has 100% in her disability certificate but she 
doesn’t receive any pension or government facilities, the reason being, according to 
the Sarpanch, the fact that she is married. 

Her father is now an old man. Who will take care of Gauri and her daughter now? 
The answer, like their future, remains clouded by darkness. 

 


